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FEDERALS IN SAVANNAH.

Work of Sherman and Thomas

Appreciated by Lincoln.

ESTIMATING THE LOSSES.

Large Number of Confederates Taken

Prisoners.

CONGRESS
' THANKS" SHERMAN.

Borne Letters of Important Historical

Bearing.

(copybighxJ

CHAPTER XX (continued). a
in

ON THE 15TH
MEANTIME, December, were

front of Nashville
the great battles in which Gen.

Thomas so nobly fulfilled his promise to

ruin Hood, the details of which are fully
given in iiis own official reports, long

since published. Humors oi mes great
victories reached us at Savannah by

piecemeal, but his official report came

on the 24th of December, with a letter
from Gen. Grant, giving in general
"terms the events up to the 18th, and I
wrote at once through my Chief of Staff,

Gen. Webster, to Gen. Thomas, compli-

menting him in the highest terms.
His brilliant victory at Nashville was

necessary to mine at Savannah to make

a complete whole, and this fact was per-

fectly comprehended by Mr. Lincoln,

who recognized it fully in his personal
letter of Dec. 26, hereinbefore quoted at
length, and which is also claimed at the

time, in my Special Field Order No. 6,

of Jan. 8, 1865, here given:
Special Field Order 2o. 6.

HeADQUAKTEBB MlLlTAllY DIVISION OF

TUB Mississippi, in the jmid,
riKxiR. Ga.. Jan. 8. Jebo.
The General commanding announces to the

troops composing the Military Division of the
Mississippi that he has received troni the Presi-

dent of the United States, and from Lieut.-Gc- u.

Graut, letters conveying their high sense
and appreciation of the campaign just closed,
resulting in the capture of Savannah and the

efeat of Hood's army in Tennessee.
In order that all may understand the import-

ance of events, it is proper to revert to the
situation of affairs in September last. We held
Atlanta, a city of little Talne to us, hut so im-

portant to the enemy that Mr. Davis, the head
of the rebellious faction iu the South, visited
his army near Palmetto, and commanded it to
regain the place and also to ruin and destroy
us, by aserie6 of measures which he thought
would be effectual. That army, by a rapid
march, gained our railroad near Big Shanty,
and afterward about Dalton. We pursued it,
but it moved so rapidly that we could not over-

take it, and Gen. Hood led his army successfully
far over toward Mississippi, in hope to decoy
us out of Georgia. But we were not thus to ho

led away by him, and preferred to lead anil
control events ourselves. Gens. Thomas and
Schofield, commanding the departments to our
rear, returned to their posts and prepared to
decoy Gen. Hood into tueir meshes, while we
came on to complete the origiual journey. We
quietly and deliberately destroyed Atlanta and
all the railroads which the enemy had used to
carry on war against us, occupied his State
Capital, and then captured his commercial
capital, which had been so strongly fortified
from the sea as to defy approach fiom that
quarter. Almost at the moment of onr victori-
ous cutry into Savannah came the welcome
and expected news that our comrades in Ten-cess- ee

had also fulfilled nobly and well their
part had decoyed Gen. Hood to Nashville and
then turned on him, defeating his army thor-
oughly, capturing all lm artillery, great num-
bers of prisoners, and were still pursuing the
fragments down iu Alabama. So complete a
success iu military operations, extending over
half a continent, is au achievement that en-

titles it to a place in the military history of tho
world. The armies serving in Georgia and
Tennessee, as well as the local garrisons of De-

catur, Bridgepoit, Chattanooga, and Murfrees-bor- o,

are alike entitled to the common honors,
and each regiment may inscribe on its colors
at pleasure the word "Savannah" or "Nash-
ville." The General commanding embraces in
the eaine general success, the operations of the
cavalry under Geus.Stouemau, Burbridge, and
Gillem, that penetrated into southwest Vir-
ginia and paralyzed the efforts of the enemy
to disturb the peace aud safety of East Ten-
nessee. Instead of being put on the defensive,
we have at all poiuts assumed the bold offens-
ive, and have completely thwarted tho designs
oi the enemies of our country.

By order of Maj.-Ge- n. W. T. Sherman.
L. M. Dayton, Aid-de-Cam- p.

END OF THE MABCH TO THE SEA.

Here terminated the " March to the
Sea," and I only add a few letters,
fcelecled out of many, to illustrate the
general feeling of rejoicing throughout
the country at the time. I only re-

garded the march from Atlanta to Sa-

vannah as a " shift of hase," as the trans-
fer of a strong army, which had no op-

ponent, and had finished its then work,
from the interior to a point on the sea-coa- st,

from which it could achieve other
important results. I considered this
inarch as a means to an end, and not as
su essential act of war. Still, then, as
now, the March to the Sea was generally
regarded as something extraordinary,
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something anomalous, something out of

the usual order of events ; whereas, in
fact, I simply moved from Atlanta to
Savannah, as one step in the direction of
Richmond, a movement that had to be
met and defeated, or the war was neces-

sarily
at

at an end.
Were I to express my measure of the

relative importance of the March to the
Sea, and of that from Savannah north-

ward, I would place the former at .1,
and the latter at 10, or the maximum. of

I now close this long chapter by giv-

ing a tabular statement of the losses

during the march, and the number of
prisoners captured. The property cap-

tured consisted of horses and mules by
the thousand, and of quantities of sub-

sistence stores that aggregate very large,
but may be measured with sufficient ac-

curacy by assuming that 65,000 men
obtained abundant food for about 40
days, and 35,000 animals were fed for

like period, so as to reach Savannah
splendid flesh and condition.
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I add a few important letters that
passed between Gens. Grant, Halleck
and myself, which illustrate our opinions
at that stage of the war :

Headquarteus of the Army, )
Washington, Dec. 16, 1864. j

Maj.-Ge- n. Sherman (via Hilton Head).
General: Lieut.-Ge- n. Grant informs mo

that, iu his last dispatch sent to you, he sug-
gested tho transfer of your infantry to Eich-

mond. He now wishes me to Bay that you will
retain your entire force, at least for the pres-
ent, and with such assistance as may be given
ycu by Gen. Foster and Admiral Dnhlgren,
operate from such base as you may establish on
the coast. Gen. Foster will obey such instruc-
tions as may be given by you.

Should you have captured Savannah, it is
thought that by transferring the water-batteri- es

to the laud side that place may be made a good
depot and base of operations on Augusta,
Hranchville or Charleston. If Savannah should
not be captured, or if captured and not deemed
suitable for this purpose, perhaps Beaufort
would servo as a depot. As the rebels have
probably removed their most valuable property
from Augusta, perhaps Branchville would bo
the most important point at which to strike in
order to sever all connection between Virginia
and the Southwestern Kailroad.

Gen. Grant's wishes, however, are that this
whole matter of your future actions should ho
entirely left to your discretion.

We can send you from here a number of com-

plete batteries of field-artiller- y, with or with-

out horses, as you may desire; also, as soon as
Gen. Thomas can spare them, all the fragments,
convalescents aud furloughed men of your
army. It is reported that Thomas defeated
Hood yesterday, near Nashville, but we have
no particulars nor official reports, telegraphio
communication being interrupted by a heavy
storm.

Our last advices from you was Gen. Howard's
note, announcing his approach to Savannah.

Yours truly,
H. W. Halleck, Major-Genera- l, Chief of Staff.

HEADqUARTER8 OF THE ARMY, )
Washington, Dec 18, 1864. J

Maj.-Ge- n. W. T. Sherman, Savannah (via
Hilton Head).
My Dear General: Yours of thel3tb, by

Maj. Anderson, is just received. I congratulate
you on your splendid success, and shall very
soon expect to hear of the crowning work of
voKr campaign the capture of Savannah.
Your march will stand out prominently as tho
great ono of this great war. When Savannah
falls, then for another wide swath through tho
center of the Confederacy. But I will not an-

ticipate. Gen. Grant is expected hero this
morning, and will probably write you his own
views.

I do not learn from your letter, or from Maj.
Anderson, that you are in want of anything
which wo have not provided at Hilton Head.
Thinking it probable that you might want
more field artillery, I had prepared several
batteries, but the great difficulty of foraging
horses on the sea-coa- st will prevent our sending
any unless you actually need them. The hay
crop this year is short, and tho Quartermaster's
Department has great difficulty in procuring a
supply r our animals.

Gcu. Thomas has defeated Hood, near Nash-
ville, and it is hoped that he will completely
crush his army. Breckinridge, at last ac-

counts, was trying to form a junction near
Murfrcesboro, but, as Thomas is between them,
Breckinridge must cither retreat or be defeated.

Gcn.Eosecraus made very bad work of it in
Missouri, allowing Price with a small force to
overrun the State aud destroy millions of
property.
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Orders have been issued for 11 officers and
detachments having three months or more to
serve to rejoin our army via Savannah. Those
having less than three months to serve will be
retained by Gen. Thomas. of

Should yon capture Charleston I hope that
by some accident the place may be destroyed,
and, if a little salt should be sown upon its
site, it may prevent the growth of future crops
of nullification and secession.

Yours truly, H. W. Hallkck,
Major-Genera- l, Chief of Staff.

Confidential.
Headq'ks Abmies of the United States, 1

Washington, D. C, Dec. 18, 1K64. J
Maj.-Ge- n. WT. Sherman, commanding Mili-

tary Division of the Mississippi.
My Deau General: I have just received

and read, I need not tell you with how much
gratification, your letter to Gen. Halleck. I
congratulate yon and the brave officers and men
under your command on the successful ter-
mination of your most brilliant campaign. I
never had a doubt of the result. When appre-
hensions for your safety were expressed by the
President, I assured him with the army you I
bad, and you in command of it, there was no
danger but you would strike bottom on salt
water some piece; that I would not feel the same
security in fact, would not have intrusted the
expedition to any other living commander.

It has been very hard work to got Thomas to
tuck Hood. I gave him the most peremptory

order, and had started to go there myself, before
he got off. Ho has done magnificently, however, it
since he started. Up to last night, 5,000 pris-
oners and 49 pieces of captured artillery, besides
many wagons and innumerable small-arm- s, had
been received in Nashville. This is exclusive

the enemy's loss at Franklin, which amount-
ed to 13 general officers killed, wounded, and
captured. The enemy probably lost 5,000 men
at Franklin, and 10,000 in tho last three days'
operations. Breckinridge is said to bo.mak.ing
for Murfrcesboro.

I thiuk be is in a most excellent place.
Sloneman has nearly wiped out John Morgan's

old command, and five days ago entered Bristol.
I did think the best thing to do was to bring
the greater part of your army here, and wipe
out Lee. The turn affairs now seem to be
taking has shaken me in that opinion. ,1
donbt whether you may not accomplish more
toward that result where vou are than U

brought here, especially as I am informed,
since my arrival iu the citv, that it would take
about two months to get you hero with all tho
other calls there are for ocean transportation.

I want to get yourviqws Rbout what ought
to be done, and what can be done. If you
capture tho garrison ofSavannah.it certainly
will compel Leo to detach front Richmond,
or give us nearly tho whole South, My own
opinion is that Lee is averse to.gojng put of
Virginia, aud if tho causo of the South is lost
he wants Kichinoud to be the last "place sur-
rendered. If he has such views it may be well?
to iudulgo him until we get everything else in
our hands.

Congratulating you aud tho army again
npon the splendid results of your campaign,
the like of which is not re'ail of in past his-

tory, I subscribe 'myself, more- - than ever, if
possible, your friend,

U. S, Grant, Lieulenant-Geuora- l.

Headq'es Armies of the United States, 1

City Point, Va., Dec. 26. 18G4. , J

Maj.-Ge- n. W. T. Sherman, Savannah, Ga.
General: Your very interesting letter of

the 22d hist., brought by Maj. Gray, of Gen.
Foster's staff, is juBt at hatid. As the Major
starts back at once, 1 can do no more at preseut
than simply acknowledge its receipt. Tho
capture of Savannah, with all its immeuao
stores, must tell upon the people of the South.
All well here. Yours, truly,

U. S. Grant, Licutenaut-Goncra- l.

Headq'rb Military Division of he I

MiBsiesiFFi, Savannah, Ga., Dec. 24, 1864 J j

Lieut.-Ge- n. U. S. Grant, City Point, Va.
General: Your letter of Dec. 18th is just

received. I feel very much gratified at receiv-
ing tho handsome commendation you pay my
army. I will, in General Orders-- , convey to
the officers and men the substaucuof your note.

I am also pleased that you have modified
your former orders, for I feared that the trans-
portation by sea would vory much disturb the
unity and morale of my army, now so perfect.

The occupation of Savannah, which I have
heretofore reported, completes the first part of
our game, and fulfills a great part of your in-

structions; aud wo are now engaged in dis-

mantling the rebel forts which bear upon tho
and transferring tho heavy ord-

nance aud ammunition to Fort Pulaski aud
Hiltoti Head, where they can bomoro easily
guarded than if left in the city.

The rebel inner lines are well adapted to our
purposo, aud with slight modifications can be
held by a comparatively small force; and in
about ten days I expect to be ready to sally
forth again. I feel no doubt whatever us to
our future plans. I have thought them over
so long aud well that they appear as clear as
daylight. I left Augusta untouched on pur-

pose, because the enemy will be in doubt as to
my objective point, after --wo cross the Savan-
nah Kiver, whether it be Augusta or Charles-
ton, and will naturally divide his forces. I
will then movo either on Branchville or
Columbia, by any curved line that gives ns the
best supplies, breaking up in our course as
much railroad as possible; then, ignoring
Charleston and Augusta both, I would occupy
Columbia aud Camden, pausing there long
euough to observo the effect. I would thou
strike for the Charleston & Wilmington Bail-roa- d

somewhere between tho Sautcc and Capo
Fear Hivers, aud, if possible, communicate
with the fleet undor Admiral Dablgreu (whom
I find a most agreeublo gentleman, accoui-- ,
modatiug himself to our wishes aud plans.)
Then I would favor au attack on Wilmington,'
in the belief that Portcraud 'Butler will fail'in their present undertakiqg... m

Charleston is now a mere desolated wreck,
and is hardly worth the time it would tako to
starve it out. Still, I am aware ttiat, historically
and politically, much importane.js,sittachod to
the place, aud it may be tuat, apart from its mili-
tary importance, both you aud the Administra-
tion may prefer I should give it more attention ;
aud it would be well for you to givo me some
general idea on tbjat subject, for otherwise I
woald treat it as I have expressed, as a point of
little importance, after all its railroads leading
into (he interior have been destroyed or occu--

ton trorne ttojftttfc attfl fay W

pied by U9. But, on the hypothesis of ignoring
Charleston and taking Wilmington, I would his
then favor a movement direct on Raleigh. The
game is then up with Lee, unless ho comes oat

Richmond, avoids you and fights me; in
which case I should reckon on your being on
his heels..

Now that Hood is used up by Thomas, I feel
disposed to bring tho matter to an issue as
quick as possible. I feel confident that I can
break np the whole railroad system of South
Carolina and North Carolina, and be on tho
Boauoke, either at Baleigh or Weldon, by the
time Spring fairly opens; and, if you feel con-

fident
is,

that you can whip Leo outside of his
fool equally confident that lean

handle him in the open country.
One reason .Why I would Ignore Charleston is

this: that I believe Hardee will reduce tho
garrison to a small force, with plenty of pro-

visions. I know that tho neck back of Charles-
ton can he made impregnable to assault, aud wo

will hardly have time for siege operations.
I will have to leave in Savannah a garrison,

and, if Thomas can spare thorn, I would like to
have all detachmcuts, convalescents, etc., be-

longing to these four corps sent forward at once.
do not want to cripplo Thomas, because I re-

gard his operations as and I have
ordered him to pursue Hood down into Ala-

bama, trusting to tho country for supplies.
I reviewed ono of ray corps to-da- y, and shall

continue to review the whole army. I do not
like to boast, but believe this army has a con-

fidence in itself thai makes it almost invinci-
ble. I wish you could run down and see us ;

would have a good effect, and show to both
armios that they are acting on a common plan.
The weather is now cool aud pleasant, and the
general health very good.

Your true friend,
W. T. Sherman, Major-Genera- l.

Headquabtebs Military Division of
THE MlSSISSiPPr, IN THE FlELD, SAVAN-

NAH. TJec. 24. 1864.
Maj.-Ge- n. Hallece--

, Chief of Staff, Washing
ton, D. vJ.

General: I bad the pleasure of receiving

HowIfAlliWBK jDefx Savannah.
your two 'fetters of tlte 16th and 18th instant
to-da- y, and feel.ulbre than usually fluttered by
the: 'high cncomiuni3 'you have passed on our

.recent campaign, which is now com pie to by
the occupation of Savannah.

I am also verr lad that Gen. Grant has
changed his mind about embarking my troops
for James Eivcrloaviiig me free to'muke the
broad swath yojEdescfibo through South and
North CiirpiinakiHl still more gratified at the
news from Th'oinas, in Tennessee, because it
fulfills my plans, w'-ilc-

h contemplated his be-

ing able to dispose of Hood, in case he ventured
northof.the Teuies-seVBivor- . So, I think, on
tho whole, I can'ehuckle over Jeff. Davis's dis-

appointment in 31 oi turning my Atlanta cam-paig- u

jnto a " Moscow diaastor."
1 have just fiuishod a long letter to Gen.

.Grant, and have explained to him that we are
engaged iu shifting our base from tho Ogeechee
to the Savahnalriivoj, dismantling all the
forts made bv tlie enenly to boar upon tho salt
water channels transferring tho heavy ord-
nance, etc., to Fdrt Pulaski aud Hilton Head,
and in remodeling thocuemy's interior lines to
suit our future. plans and purposes. I have also
laid down the program for a campaign which I
can make this Winter, and which will put me
in the Spring on the Koauoko, in direct com-

munication with Gen. Grant on James Biver.
In general terms, my plan is to turn over to

Gen. Foster tho city of Savannah, to sally forth
with my army resupplied, cross tho Savannah,
feign on Charleston and Augusta, but strike
between, breaking en route tho Charleston &
Augusta Bailroad, also a large part of that from
Brauchville and Camden toward North Caro-

lina, and then rapidly to move for some point
of tho railroad from Charleston to Wilmington
between tho Santeo and Capo Fear Rivers;
then, communicating with the fleet iu tho
neighborhood of Georgetown, I would turn
upon Wilmington or Charleston, according to
the importance of cither. I rather prefer Wil--

mington, as a live place, over Charleston, which
is dead aud unimporlaut whon its railroad com
munications aio broken. I tako it for granted
that tho present movement on Wilmington will
fail. If I should determine to take Charleston
I would turn across tho country, which I have
hunted over many a time, from Santeo to
Mount Pleasant, throwing oue wing on the
peninsula between the Ashloy and Cooper.

After accomplishing one or other of these
ends I would mako'a bee-lin- e for Baleigh or
Weldon, when Lee would be forced to come out
of Eichmond or acknowledge himself beaten.
Ho would, I think, by the use of the Danville'
Bailroad, throw himself rapidly between mo
aud Grant, leaving Bichmoud in tho hands. of
the latter. This would not alarm me, for I
have an army which t think can manuver, and
I would forco him taattack me at a disadvan-
tage, always under tho supposition that Grant
would be ou his heels; and, if tho worst come
to the worst, I can fight my way down to Albe-
marle Sound or Newiern.

I thiuk the tihieu,bas come now when we
should attempt the boldest moves, and my ex-

perience is that they are easier of execution
than more timid ones because the enemy is dis-

concerted by them as, for instance, my recont
campaign. '

I also doubt the wisdom of concentration be?
yond a certain extent, for the roads of this
country limit the amount of men that can be
brought to bear in any one battle, and I do uot
believe that any ouovGenoral can handle more
than 60,000 men in battle.

I think our campaign of the last modth, as well
as every stop I tako-fro- this point northward,
is as much a direct attack upon Lee's army as
though wo were operating within the sound of
his artillery. Ji

I am vory anxious that Thomas should follow
up his success tothc-'yer- y

--utmost point. My
orders to him boipre Ileft Kiugston were, after
beating Columbus,
Miss", or Sel'ma'.la., to'th of which lie in dis-

tricts orcouutrytffvhiaa are rich in corn and
meal .'rf A

.1 attach more Importance to thoso deep iu- -

cisious into the. oflomy's-con- n try, bccanso'lhis'
war diuers from Europeanwara in this particu- -

i 'i ," t.i'.V- 1 tl s l...lar: wo are hod oaiy jigumiy.uuawiu uruiius, uuii
a hostile peoplo, and must make old aud young,
rich and poor, feel the hard hand of war, as
well as their organized armies. I know that
this recent movomentof mnio through Goorgia
has had ft wonderful effect in this respect.
Thousands who had been deceived by thoir
lying newspapers to believe that wo were being
whipped all the time now realixo the truth,
aud have no appetite for a repetition of the

tiUm atifl wptatt "
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same experience. T b sure, Jeff Davis has
people under pretty good discipline, but I

thiuk faith in him is much shaken in Georgia,
and before we have done with her South Caro-

lina will not be quite so tempestuous.
I will bear in mind your hint as to Charles-

ton, and do not think "salt" will be necessary.
When I move the Fifteenth Corps will be on
the right of the right wing, and their position
will naturally bring them into Charleston first ;

and, if you have watched the history of that
corps, you will have Temarked that they gen-

erally do their work-prott- y well. The truth
tjie whole army is burning with an insa-

tiable desire to wreak vengeance upon South
Carolina. I almost tremble at her fato, but
feol that ahe deserves all that seems in store
for Ji or. '

Many and many a person in Georgia asked
me why we did not go to South Carolina, and
whon I answered that we were en route for
that State the invariable reply was: " Well, if
yoa will make those people feel tho utmost
severities of war we will pardon you for your
desolation of Georgia."

I look upon Columbia as quite as had as
Charleston, and I doubt if wo shall spare tho
public buildings there, as we did at Milledge-vill- e.

I have been bo busy lately that I bavo not
yet made my official report, and I think I had
better wait until I get my subordinate reports
before attemntineit.aslam anxious to explain
clearly not only the reasons for every step, but
the amount of execution done, and this I can-

not do until I get the subordinate reports; for
we marched the whole distance in four or more
columns, and, of course, I could only be present
with one, and genorally that one engaged in
destroying railroads.

This work of destruction was performed bet
ter than usual, because I had an engineer regi-

ment provided with claws to twilt the bars
after being heated. Such bars can never be
used again, and the only way in which a rail-

road line can be reconstructed across Georgia
is to make a new road from Fairburn Station
(21 miles southwest of Atlanta) to Madison, a
distance of 100 miles ; and, before that can be

done, I propose to be on the road from Augusta
to Charleston, which is a continuation of the
same. 1 felt somewhat disappointed at Hardee's
escape; hut really am not to blame. I moved
as quickly as possible to close up the "Union
Causeway," but intervening obstacles were
such that, before I could get troops on the
road, Hardee had slipped out.

Still, I know that the men that were in Savan-
nah will be lost in a measure to Jeff Davis, for the
Georgia troop3, under G. W. Smith, declared
they would not fight in South Carolina, and
they have gone north, en route for Augusta,
and X have reason to believe the North Caro-
lina troops have gone to Wilmington; in other
words, thoy are scattered. I have reason to
bolievo that Beauregard was present in Savan-
nah at tho timo of its evacuation, and thiuk
that he and Hardee are now in Charleston,
making preparations for what they suppose
will lie my next step.

Please say to the President that I have od

his kind message (through Col. Mark-laud- ),

and feel thankful for his high favor. If
I disappoint him in the future, it shall not be
from want of zeal or lovo to the cause.

From vou I expect a full aud frank criticism
of my plans for the future, which may enable
me to correct errors before it is too late. I do
not wish to ho rash, bub want to give my rebel
friends no chance to accuse us of want of enter- -

prise or courage.
Assuring you of my high personal respect, I

remain, as over, your friend,
W. T. Sheuman, Major-Genera- L

General Order No. 3.
War Department, Adjutant-General'- s I

Office, Washington, Jan. 14, 1865. j
Tho following resolution of tho Senate and

House of Representatives is published to the
army :

Public Resolution No. 4.
Joint resolution tendering tho thanks of the

peoplo aud of Congress to Maj.-Ge- n. Wm. T.
Sherman, and the officers and soldiers of his
command, for their gallant conduct iu their
lato brilliant movement through Georgia.
Be it resolved ly the Senate and House of Eejp'

rescntalives of the United States of America in
Comjress assembled. That tho thanks of the peo-

plo and of the Congress of the United States are
due aud are hereby tendered to Maj.-Ge- n. Wm.
T. Sherman, and through him to the officers
and men under his command, for their gal-
lantry and good conduct in their late campaign
from- - Chattanooga to Atlanta, and the tri-
umphal march thence through Georgia to Sa-

vannah, terminating in tho capture and oc-

cupation of that city; and that the President
cause a copy of this joint resolution to be en-

grossed and forwarded to Maj.-Ge- n. Sherman.
Approved, Jan. 10, 1865.

By order of the Secretary of War,
W. A. Nichols, Assistant Adjutant-Genera- l.

(To 6e continued.)

Bravery.
Rudyard Kipling, in YoulKa Companion.'

There is bravery in the early morning1,
when it takes great courage merely to leave
the warm blankets; on foot and on borse;
empty or fed; sick or well; coolness of brain
that thinks oat a plan at dawn and holds to
it all throngh the long, murderous day;
bravery of mind that forces the crazy body
to sit still and do nothing, except show a
good example; sheer reckless, rejoicing
strength that hacks through a crowd of
amazed men and comes out grinning on the
other side; endnring spirit that wears
through a long siege, never losing heart or
manners or temper; quick, flashing bravery
that heaves the lighted shell overboard or
rushes the stockade while others are gaping,
and the calculating craftsmanship that camps
alone before the sputtering rifle-p- it and
cleanly and methodically wipes out every
living soul in it.

The Blue Gum Negro.
In the South the "blue gum nigger" rep-

resents all that is depraved in the negro
race. These negroes are said to really have
light-blu- e gums and conspicuously short
teeth. There is a superstition among th
colored folks that their bite is poisoridfe,
and they are dreaded as much as the rattle-
snakes, particularly as in a fight they always
bite. Jefferson Davis said that there was
but one thing worse than a blue gum negro,
aud that was hell itsel
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A Story of Rebel Military

Prisons.

SYNOPSIS OF PKECEDINO CHAPTERS.

The wonderful country about Cumborland
Gap, and the strategic importance of that
place. The great need of food and forage for
the garrison sends a battalion of cavalry up
Powell'a Valley to clear it out and secure its
supplies. A rebel command starts down the
valley to drive the Union troopers out. The
two forces meet on top of a hill, and a prompt
charge gives the day to the Union men and
scatters the rebels in headlong rout.

Tho cavalry battalion occupies the country
gained, and protects the forage trains sent out
to gather np the and haul tbem in.
This duty lasts until the morning of Jan. 3,
1864. The battalion is attacked by Jones's
Brigade of rebels, and after a stubborn, desper
ate fight is compelled to surrender. Tho pris-

oners are taken by rail through a picturesque
part of Virginia to Richmond, searched at Lib-b- y,

and sent to different prisons. First week
of prison life. Interior and exterior scenes in
Eichmond. Stoppage of exchange.

The first squad of prisoners leave Eichmond
for Andersonville. Scenes along the route.
Arrival at the famous prison-pe- n.

Something as to southern Georgia. A sterile
land. Ingenious construction of shelters against
the weather. Gen. Winder and Capt Wira
take charge of the Prison.

The month of Mareh is passed in the pen.
with little shelter from the snow, rain, and
wind. The prison fills up with additional
squads, including the deserters from Castle
Lightning in Eiehmond, with whom the other
prisoners have much trouble. Mortality rap-
idly increases.

Crowd inside the stockade constantly in-

creases. Arrival of prisoners and guns from
Oolustee. Killing of "Poll Parrot." Prisoners
plagued by vermin. Trading with guards.

'The prisoners' minds are bent on exchange
or escape. Much time devoted to tunnel-diggin- g.

Traitors-ar- e summarily punished.
The rainy month of June. The crowd in-

side the prison rapidly increases, the rations
grow worse, and the misery intensifies.

CHAPTER XXX (continued).

RATIONS, LIKE EVERY--T thing else about us, had steadily
grown worse. A bakery was
built outside of the stockade in

May, and our meal was baked there into
loaves about the size of a brick. Each
of us got a half of one of these for a dayff
ration. .This, and occasionally a small,
slice of salt pork, was all that we re-

ceived. I wish fhz reader would pre-

pare Himself an objtJ lesson a3 to how
little life can be supported on for any
length of time by procuring a piece of
corn bread the size of an ordinary brick-
bat and a thin slice of pork and then
imagine how he would fare with that as
his sole daily ration for long, hungry
weeks and months. Dio Lewis satisfied
himself that he could sustain life on 60
cents a week. I am sure that the food
furnished us by the rebels would not, at
present prices, cost one-thir- d that. They
pretended to give us one-thir-d of a
pound of bacon and one and one-four- th

pounds of cornmeaL A week's rations
then would be two and one-thir- d pounds
of bacon worth 10 cents, and eight
and three-fourt-hs pounds of meal, worth,
.say, 10 cents more. As a matter of
fact, I do not presume that at any time
we got this full ration. It would sur-
prise me to learn that we averaged two--
thirds of it

The meal was ground very coarse and
produced great irritation in the bowels.
We used to have the most frightful
cramps that men ever suffered from.
Those who were predisposed to intestinal
affections were speedily carried off by
incurable diarrhea and dysentery. Of
the 12,012 men who died, 4,000 died
of chronic diarrhea ; 817 died of acute
diarrhea, and 1,384 died of dysenteria ;
making a total of 6,201 victims to en-

teric disorders.
Let the reader reflect a moment upon

this number till he comprehends fully
how many 6,201 men are, and how much
force, energy, training, and rich possi-

bilities for the good of the community
and country died with those 6,201
young, active men. It may help his
perception of the magnitude of this
number to remember that thetotal loss
of the British during the Crimean war,
by death in all shapes, was 4,595, or
1706 less than the deaths in Anderson-
ville from dysenteric diseases alone.

The loathsome maggot flies swarmed
about the bakery and dropped into the
trough where the dough was being
mixed, so that it was rare to get a ration
of bread not contaminated with a few of
them.

Itwas not long until the bakery became
inadquate to supply bread for all the pris-

oners. Then great iron kettles were set,
and mush was issued to a number of de-

tachments instead of bread. There wa3
not so much cleanliness and care in pre-

paring this as a farmer shows in cooking
food for stock. A deep wagon-be- d

would be shoveled full of the smoking
paste, which was then hauled inside and
issued out to the detachments, the latter
receiving it on blankets, pieces of shelter
tents, or, lacking even these, upon the
bare hand.

As still more prisoners came in,
neither bread nor mush could be fur-

nished them, and a part of the detach-

ments received their rations in meal..

Earnest solicitation at length resulted
in having occasional scanty issues of
wood to cook this with. My detach-
ment was allowed to choose which it
would take bread, mush or meal. It
took the latter.
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supplies

Cooking the meal was the topic of
daily interest. There were three wayf
of doing it : Bread, mush and " dump-
lings." In the latter the meal wa
dampened until it would hold together,
and was rolled into little balls, the siz

of marbles, which were then boiled.
The bread was the most satisfactory and
nourishing; the mush the bulkiest it
made a bigger show, but did not stay
with one so long. The dumplings held
an intermediate position the water in
which they were boiled becoming a sort
of a broth that helped to stay the
stomach. "We received no salt, a3 a rule,
No one know3 the intense longing for
this when one goes without it for a
while. When, after a privation of
weeks, we would get a teaspoonful of salt
apiece, it seemed as if every muscle in
our bodies was invigorated. "We traded
buttons to the guards for red peppery
and made our mush, or bread, or dump-
lings, hot with the fiery pods, in hope
that this would make up for the lack of
salt, but it was a failure. One pinch 01
salt was worth all the pepper pods in thd
Southern Confederacy. My little squad

now diminished by death from five to
three cooked our rations together to
economize wood and waste of meal, and
quarreled among ourselves daily as to

'whether the joint stock should be con
verted into bread, mush or dumplings.
The decision depended upon the state of
the stomach. If very hungry, we mada
mush ; if less famished, dumplings ; if
disposed to weigh matters, bread.

This may seem a trifling matter, but
it was far from it. "We all remember th
man who wag very fond of white beans;
but after having fifty or sixty meals of
them iasucceasion, began to find a

in the provender.
"We had now six months of unvarying
diet of" commeal and water, and
even so slight a change as a varia-
tion in the way of combining the two
was an agreeable novelty.

At the end of June there were 26,367
prisoners in the stockade, and 1,200 just
40 per day had died during the month.

CHAPTER XXXT.
DYING BY INCHES SEITZ THE SLOW,

AND HIS DEATH STIGGALL AND EMM-SO- N

SAVAGES OF THE SCUBVY.

May and June made sad havoc in.tha
already thin ranks of our battalion.
Nearly a score died in my company 1

and' the other companies suffered pro-
portionately. Among the first to die of
my company comrades, was a genial
little Corporal, " Billy" Phillips who
was a favorite with us all. Everything
was done for him that kindness could
suggest, but it was of little avaiL Then
"Bruno " Weeks a young boy, the son
of a preacher, who had run away from
his home in Fulton County, O., to join
us, succumbed to hardship and priva-
tion.

The next to go was good-nature-d,

harmless Victor Seitz, a Detroit cigar-make- r,

a German, and one of the slow-

est of created mortals. How he ever
came to go into the cavalry was beyond
the wildest surmises of his comrades.
"Why his supernatural slowness and
clumsiness did not result in his being
killed at least once a day, while in the
service, was even still iartner Deyona
the power of conjecture. No accident
ever happened in the company that
Seitz did not have some share in. Did
a horse fall on a slippery road, it was
almost sure to be Seitz's, and that im-

ported son of the Fatherland was equally
sure to be caught under him. Did some-

body tumble over a bank of a dark
night, it was Seitz that we soon heard
making his way back, swearing in deep
German gutterals, with frequent allusion
to tawen teufeln. Did a shanty blow
down, we ran over and pulled Seitz out
of the debris, when he would exclaim :

" Zo I dot vos prettv vunny now, ain't
it?"

And as he surveyed the scene of hii

Seitz on Hoesebacb:.

trouble with true German phlegm, ha
would fish a brier-woo- d pipe from tha
recesses of his pockets, fill it with to
bacco, and go plodding off in a cloud of
smoke in search of some fresh way to
narrowly escape destruction. He did
not know enough about horses to put a
snaffle-bi-t in one's mouth, and yet he
would draw the friskiest, most mettle-
some animal in the corral, upon whose
back he was scarcely more at home than;

he would be upon a slack rope. It was
no uncommon thing to see a horse breal
out of ranks and go past the battaliotl
like the wind, with poor Soitz clinging
to his mane like the traditional grinl
Death to a deceased African. "We theri
knew that Seitz had thoughtlessly sml

I the keen spurs he would persist in waf


